
   

Interview guide mobility and education trajectory mapping 
 

Using this grid, I would like you to join me to plot your moves, travels and schools 
over time. We will plot your moves and travels, your schools, and also the moves 
and travels of your biological parents and siblings. Let’s start with when you were 
born and then turn to each move you have made since then.  

 
I. Place of birth  

a. In which year were you born?  
b. Where were you living when you were born (i.e., neighbourhood, city and 

country)? 
c. Who was your caregiver at the place that you were living when you were 

born? (Caregiver refers to the person who takes care of you mostly when 
you are at home.) 

 
 

II. Moves (to other places the participant has lived – for more than 3 months – 
beside place of birth) 
(Include situations where the participant lived in more than one house in the 
same neighbourhood and city.) 
a. Where did you next live (i.e., neighbourhood, city and country)?   
b. In which year / at what age did you move to this place or house? 
c. Who was your caregiver at this place or house? (ask for name and 

relationship, write relationship code) 
d. How long (months or years) did you stay at this place or house?  

 
Repeat questions until all moves covered, including current place of residence.  
If the respondent attended a boarding school, probe for the place that they 
returned to as home when not at the boarding school. Here, record the people 
that respondents say they visited during vacations when they don’t go home. It 
is the latter home that you indicate on the grid.   

 
 
III. Short trips abroad (less than three months) 

a. At what age or in which year did you make your first trip?  
b. How long was this trip? (Months, weeks, days) 
c. Where did you travel to? (Country, city, neighbourhood) 
d. What was the purpose of that trip? (Choose from: family visit [FAM], study 

[STU], internship [INT], vacation [VAC], or other [OTH].) 



   

e. Whom did you travel with? (ask for name and relationship, write 
relationship code) 

f. Who did you live with on this trip? (ask for name and relationship, write 
relationship code) 

 
Repeat questions for each subsequent trip abroad.  
Use dotted lines to chart trips, and write the purpose for each indicated travel 
overseas. Details on ‘other’ purposes can be noted separately. 

 
 
IV. Education trajectory.  

(Start from present day and work backwards, all the way to preschool (if 
attended). Fill each cell of schooling years with the relevant school grade, e.g., 
PS1, JHS1, SHS1. Note each programme, profile, course studied at each stage 
of schooling.)  
a. When did you start attending the school you are currently going to (year vis-

à-vis age)? What is the name of the school? 
b. Where is this school located? (City, neighbourhood) 
c. What type of school is it?  
d. What level or class did you first enter in this school? 
e. Did you ever attend any other school apart from your current school?  

 
- Repeat questions for all subsequent schools until the first school attended 

(possibly pre-school).  
- Boarding schools should be marked with ‘(B)’ beside the school name and the 

location (city) of the school, if different to the residential location. 
- Note the location of schools in the same city but different neighbourhood from 

place of residence. 
- Once you have asked about the educational trajectory as a whole, ask 

questions 'f' to 'h' below.   
 

f. Did you ever change a track in a school? If yes, when (year or age) and in 
which school? 

g. Did you ever change a profile in a school? If yes, when (year or age) and in 
which school? 

h. Did you ever repeat or skip a year in a school? If yes, when and in which 
school? 
(For repeat, write the grade in the two relevant consecutive cells, and circle 
the repeated year cell. For skip, indicate S in a circle next to the following 
class.)  

i. (For higher education only) Did you ever change a course in school? 



   

 
 

V. Family members’ moves & locations. Now, I would like to ask you about all 
the places that your biological parents and each sibling lived from the time of 
your birth until now, as far as you know/remember. 
a. (General impression of family mobility; skip if already clear or if you want to 

focus on family members here)  
Have your biological parents and/or siblings ever lived away from you?  

b. Starting with your mother, can you tell me where she was living when you 
were born? From this place, where did she move to and when?  
Repeat for all the places that the mother has lived until the current 
residence. Repeat for the  father.  
Repeat for each sibling (includes anyone the participant considers a sibling, 
including half- or step-siblings). 

c. (For those family members who lived in a different country to the participant 
at any point) Did any of these people ever visit [country of participant’s 
residence] while they were living in a different country to you? If yes, 

1. When and where was each visit? 
2. How long was each visit? 
3. Did you see the person on their visit? 
4. Did you stay in the same house or neighbourhood as them during the 

visit? 
5. What was the purpose of their visit? (Choose from: family visit [FAM], 

study [STU], internship [INT], vacation [VAC], work [WOR], or other 
[OTH].) 

 


